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George Soule of the Mayflower

I n our last issue we discussed the children on board the
Mayflower and focused on Richard More. You may re-
member that his brother Jasper and sisters Ellen (also
called Ellinor) and Mary came too but neither of their par-
ents came. Instead they were assigned to three of the other
families. Ellen was with Edward and Elizabeth Winslow.
Some passengers brought along man-servants. Two came
with the Winslows: George Soule and Elias Story. It is
George Soule that we will talk about this time. “Man-
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Image from William Bradford’s list of the passengers on the
1620 voyage of the Mayflower in his history Of Plimoth Planta-
tion and in his own handwriting. The number at left indicates
the number of individuals in that family group.

servants” means that they were not boys.

You might wonder how you would pronounce the name
Soule. Does it rhyme with pool or hole? Or is it soo-ly or
soul-e? Do you remember in the last issue about the More
children that “girle” is just the old way of spelling “girl”?
Have a look at the image from Bradford’s list of
Mayflower passengers again on this page. Just ignore the
“e” on the end and you have “soul” as in “heart and soul.”
Vltal records are official records of the birth, marriage and
death of individuals. George eventually settled in
Duxbury and the Vital Records of Duxbury up to the Year
1850 published in 1911 include the following variant
spellings of Soule: Sole, Soul.

Are you a descendant of George Soule? You might be.
Although only 18 of our current Pennsylvania Society’s
770 members have chosen him to prove their line, he has
many living descendants. There is a group of about 400

descendants who belong to the Soule Kindred of America
with their own website www.SouleKindred.org, a quar-
terly Soule Kindred Newsletter, hold annual reunions,
and award two scholarships each year. The first editor of
our Pennsylvania Mayflower newsletter, George Soule,
was a descendant of Pilgrim George Soule. Currently we
have no members with the last name Soule and no Junior
members claiming Pilgrim George as an ancestor.

George was born probably between 1595 and 1602. We
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Powder Point (A), location of some of George Soule’s land in
Duxbury. Note that Plymouth is due south near the bottom of
the map. For those who are descended from John Howland and
his son Joseph, their farms were at Rocky Nook also shown.

still don’t know where George Soule came from or the
names of his parents. One researcher, Caleb H. Johnson,
thinks that the best bet for George’s home village is
Tingrith in Bedfordshire, England. Even today there are
only about 155 residents in this parish where the church is
St. Nicholas. This village is about 14 miles west-south-
west of Henlow, the home of Pilgrims Henry Samson and
John Howland’s future wife Elizabeth Tilley. (see map) If
so, perhaps George knew them even though they were a
few years younger than he. The Mayflower Society hopes
to find Y-DNA matches in England. So far they have indi-
cation of “a northern European origin, probably of Danish
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Viking or Norse heritage...”

The General Society of Mayflower Descendants states Y-
DNA test results of those men with the last name Soule and
its variant spellings “are very congruent, with the majority of
over 15 participants having identical test results! As several
of these men have lineages which have been examined and
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Location of Tingrith (A) and Henlow (B) in Bedfordshire,
England. The villages are about 14 miles apart.

proven by the Mayflower Society back to George Soule, we
are certain that the most recent common male ancestor
known for all these men is George Soule of the Mayflower in
1620.”

George’s age is based on the fact that he signed the
Mayflower Compact in November 1620 and therefore must
have been at least 21. Because he was still a servant, it is
probable that he was under the age of 25. The fact that he
was married by 1627 also helps to establish a probable year
of birth.

The name of his wife is also based on assumption. There is
no surviving record of his marriage but in 1627 there was a
distribution of cattle among the Pilgrims and those who had
followed them to New Plymouth up to that year. In the distri-
bution list George has a wife named Mary. Because there
was only one unmarried Mary living in Plymouth between
the 1623 division of land to the residents and the distribution
of cattle, and her name in 1623 was Mary Buckett, it is as-
sumed that she became his wife. A variant spelling of her
maiden name is Becket.

What else do we know of George? Other than his mention
in Governor William Bradford’s passenger list and
“decreasings and increasings” list, George does not appear in
Bradford’s history Of Plimoth Plantation or in the journal of
the first year believed to have been written by both Bradford

and Edward Winslow that is known as Mourt’s Relation. He
may have been on some of the early explorations to find a
settlement site but his name does not appear among those
named. The land he was given outside the original settlement
in 1627 was one acre. He eventually acquired land in 1637 in
Duxbury to the north of Plymouth. Some of his acreage was
at Powder Point (see map). Probably of interest today is that
he was one of two on a committee that wrote one of the earli-
est Colonial no-smoking laws. At this point it wasn’t a ques-
tion of the dangers of second-hand smoke, but rather the dan-
ger of fire to crops and buildings. Otherwise, George seems
to have lived a law-abiding and quiet life. It is recorded that
he volunteered in June 1637 to fight in the Pequot War but
the Colony did not take part in it. He died in Duxbury before
22 January 1679 (New Style). Mary died in Duxbury in De-
cember 1676. You can read his will and the inventory of his
belongings taken at his death at the Pilgrim Hall website
http://pilgrimhall.org/willgsoule.htm.

Gov. Bradford states that George and Mary had 8 children
but records show there were 9: Zachariah (married Margaret
Ford?), John (married 1st Rebecca Simmons, 2nd Hester/Es-
ther Delano), Nathaniel (married Rose/Rosamond Thorn),
George (married Deborah Thomas), Susanna (married Fran-
cis Waste/West), Mary (married John Peterson), Elizabeth
(married Francis Walker), Patience (married John Haskell)
and Benjamin (unmarried). If you are a descendant, do you
know which child is your ancestor? The General Society of
Maytlower Descendants has published the genealogy of the
first five generations. You can read more about George Soule
and his children in Caleb H. Johnson’s 2006 The Mayflower
and Her Passengers.

There is a marker for George Soule at Duxbury which
reads: "Nearby Rests George Soule, Pilgrim, A signer of The
Mayflower Compact on Nov 11th 1620, who died in January
1679-80. Erected by Soule Kindred 1971."

George Soule memorial stone in Standish Cemetery, Duxbury, MA
Paul S. Bumpus photo

Any comments about this newsletter? The editor would like to hear
them. Please address them to Stacy B. C. Wood, Jr., Editor, JR PA
Mayflower at 1530 S. Juniper St., Philadelphia, PA 19147-6218 or
by e-mail to sbewjr@comcast.net.
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OUTRAGEOUS PILGRIM RIDDLES Match the follow-
ing pictures with the riddles below.

The Outrageous Pilgrim Riddles, none of which are true. Every-
one should know the first one. Some answers are a stretch!

1. If April showers bring May flowers, what do May flowers bring?
. What was the first Pilgrim car dealership?

. Name another car dealership.

. What did Pilgrim George Soule add to his house?

. What animal was the first to step on Plymouth Rock?

. Who was the Pilgrim French chef?

. Who was the 1st Pilgrim to finish his turkey dinner?

. Where did the Pilgrims’ rabbits live?

9. Why did the Pilgrims bring two castanets?

Answers: 1 - Pilgrims; 2 - Plymouth (made by Chrysler between
1928-2001); 3 - Brad Ford’s (Ford Motor Co. started in 1903); 4 -
A solarium; 5 - The Plymouth Rock Chicken; 6 - Francis Cooke
(say it slowly!); 7 - John Alden (say the last name “all ...”); 8 - In
the Warrens (Pilgrim Richard Warren); 9 - As they might have to
be fishermen, they would need to cast a net. Matching pictures: 1-
A&L;2-D&G;3-F;4-H;5-C&J;6-E;7-M;8-K;9-B
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GEORGE SOULE 16 X 20 WORDSEARCH

BUCKETTCOMPACTMMIETFH
NRELATIONTCHLHAESRRA
SPELLINGSRNEDYNUNTIAR
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VLREYRGTATOOMYRNTDTIE
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RHLEITTEEBHMSSASRORTU
ICTUNAURSAETUPNYETFOX
AIEANRGNTEDNISTLNDSSB
NNLIGTYESNRCJRSVEEATU
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YGOLAENEGTHOCLMNEMOY
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ROTSECNADESCENDANTDA
RYEUROPEANDPETERSONM

SOULE 16 X 20 WORDSEARCH The following 44 words
are found in this issue: ACREAGE, ANCESTOR, ASSUMP-
TION, BEDFORDSHIRE, BENJAMIN, BUCKETT, COLO-
NIAL, COMPACT, CONGRUENT, DEBORAH, DESCEN-
DANT, DUXBURY, ELIAS, ELIZABETH, EUROPEAN,
FORD, FRANCIS, GENEALOGY, GENERATIONS, HEN-
LOW, HENRY, MANSERVANTS, MARRIAGE, MARY,
MAYFLOWER, NATHANIEL, NICHOLAS, PARTICI-
PANTS, PENNSYLVANIA, PETERSON, PLANTATION,
POINT, RELATION, RESEARCHER, ROSAMOND, SER-
VANT, SOULE, SPELLINGS, THORN, TINGRITH, VARI-
ANT, VOLUNTEERED, WEST, ZACHARIAH . The unused
letters spell out the answer to the question “Where is George
Soule is buried?”

COMPACT DAY

What is “Compact Day”’? Perhpas this is the holiday that
isn’t. On November 11, 1620 (now November 21 on our
modern calendar) all the male passengers aboard the
Mayflower who were at least twenty-one years of age gath-
ered to write their signatures on the document that is now
known as the “Mayflower Compact.” This document was an
agreement that all individuals would submit to majority rule
by those that they would select. It was necessary because the
Pilgrims had not arrived in northern Virginia where they had
a charter from King James I, but instead to the north in Cape
Cod Bay. Some state Mayflower Societies such as New Jer-
sey celebrate the day at their Fall meeting. Of course you can
celebrate both Compact Day and Veterans’ Day together!

LET’S HELP GEORGE SOULE FIND HIS TURKEY
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” under the one you think might be him.)

A PAGE TO COLOR (You may writes “George Soule
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