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GOVERNOR BRAD-
FORD MARRIES!

                                                                  Continued on page 2

EXTRA!
PLIMOTH COLONY - GOVERNOR BRADFORD TOOK FOR HIS SECOND WIFE

ELIZABETH, THE WIDOW SOUTHWORTH. “GREAT CHEER” FOLLOWED.

MARRIAGE PILGRIM STYLE & THE
PILGRIM CHURCH
As announced in the main section of this
newsletter, the 1627 Plimoth Plantation

has issued an invitation to the public to attend a re-
creation of a Pilgrim wedding ceremony this year on the
14th of August. They have chosen to go back to the year
1623 when Governor William Bradford, whose wife
Dorothy May had drowned shortly after the arrival of the
Mayflower in 1620, married Alice Carpenter, the widow
Southworth. She had arrived on the ship Anne earlier that
year. There were earlier marriages than theirs. The first
marriage in the new Colony took place on 12 May 1621
when widower Edward Winslow and Susanna, the widow
of Pilgrim William White, were united. The original part-
ners of both had died during the first few months after ar-
rival. John Howland and Elizabeth Tilley, both youths on
the Mayflower, were married before April 1623. John
Alden and Priscilla Mullins, also both Mayflower passen-
gers, were married probably in 1623. Captain Myles Stan-
dish, whose wife had died the first winter, remarried in the
Colony by 1624.
    Dr. Jeremy D. Bangs states in his book Strangers and
Pilgrims, Travellers and Sojourners, that the Bradford and
Carpenter wedding is the only marriage in the Plymouth
Colony for which there is a written report. It was recorded
in a September 1623 letter from an Emmanuel Altham. It
says that the wedding dinner included “about twelve pasty
venisons [deer], besides others, pieces of roasted venison
and other such good cheer in such quantity that I could
wish you some of our share, For here we have the best
grapes that ever you say [sic, for “saw”] – and the biggest,
and divers sorts of plums and nuts.”You might have ex-
pected that the Pilgrim’s Elder William Brewster would
have conducted the ceremony. But it is probable that Isaac
Allerton, who was the Governor’s only Assistant for many
of the early Colony years, officiated. Why not Elder
Brewster? It was a matter of faith. The Pilgrim Church
was governed by Pastors, Elders and Deacons, not by
Archbishops, Bishops, etc. John Robinson, the Pilgrims’

pastor in Leiden, who unfortunately died before he could
come to the Colony, held that marriage was not a church
service.
    Gov. Bradford in his history, Of Plymouth Plantation,
in writing about the first marriage (Edward Winslow)
states that it took place according to the custom since
1590 of the Low Countries (The Netherlands) where the
Pilgrims had spent a dozen years after fleeing England.
Their magistrates performed the wedding ceremony be-
cause marriage was not a religious matter, but instead a
civil matter. The Pilgrims, who were Christian Separatists,
believed that the New Testament contains only two sacra-
ments that are unique to Christianity: baptism (without
making the sign of the cross) and communion. Although
this was a period of great church music, the only music
tolerated by the Pilgrims in their church service was the
singing of psalms. Burial of the dead is another matter that
they held to be strictly a civil matter for it has been carried
on by believers and non-believers alike. They would,
however, be buried in a churchyard. Dr. Bangs in his book
lists those Pilgrims buried in Leiden churchyards and in-
cluded are children of their pastor John Robinson and El-
der William Brewster. Inheritance, a civil matter, was
based on marriage and any children born of the union. In
Leiden a couple would register their betrothal (intent to
marry or engagement) three weeks before a wedding. The

ceremony,
with wit-
nesses cho-
sen by the
couple, took
place before
two magis-
trates in the
town hall..
    It might
be followed
by a wed-
ding ban-

quet with family and friends just as we often do today. In
1635, Pilgrim Edward Winslow (often referred to as New
England’s first diplomat) while on the Colony’s business
in London, was imprisoned for approximately seventeen
weeks by the Archbishop of Canterbury for admitting to
publicly teaching in church and conducting marriages

Leiden Town Hall
Image courtesy of Dr. Jeremy D. Bangs
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Any comments or suggested topics for the feature articles of
this newsletter? Perhaps an article for consideration? If so,
please contact Stacy B. C. Wood, Jr., Editor, “JR PA
Mayflower,” 1530 South Juniper Street, Philadelphia, PA
19147-6218 or by e-mail at sbcwjr@comcast.net.

ANSWER TO THE GOV. WILLIAM BRADFORD
CRYPTOGRAM:   “The first marriage in this place which
according to the laudable custom of the Low Countries in
which they lived, was thought most requisite to be performed
by the magistrate as being a civil thing ...”  Of Plymouth
Plantation, Page 62

“The moone suffered a great eclips the 2.
night after it.” Governor Bradford writes in
his History of Plymouth Plantation that in
1635, on either the 14th or 15th of August,
“was such a mighty storm of wind and rain

as none living in these parts, either English or Indians, ever
saw.” Two nights later there was an eclipse of the moon
(although apparently not total). Have you ever seen a total
lunar (moon) eclipse? The next will be on 21 Dec 2010 and
visible throughout the United States. Mark your calendar!

contrary to the laws of the Church of
England which forbid such actions

by the un-ordained.
    However, among those who also fled to Holland for reli-
gious freedom were the Walloons or Huguenots. Among
them were Francis and Hester Mahieu Cooke. They were
married in the Vrouwekerk (Church of Our Lady) that had
been assigned by the Leiden city fathers to use by the Wal-
loons and it became known as the “French Church.” The

Cookes were among the
1620 Mayflower passen-
gers. Philip Delano, who
joined the Plymouth
Colony after arriving on
the 1621 Fortune, had
been baptized in the
Vrouwekerk. Dr. Bangs,
a former curator at
Plimoth Plantation and
now the director of the
Leiden American Pilgrim
Museum, has been a ma-
jor leader in saving the

last ruins of the Vrouwekerk from removal and the city fa-
thers will be dedicating a plaque designed by Dr. Bangs with
text in both Dutch and English later this year. Our Society
contributed to the purchase of the plaque.

The Vrouwekerk, the Walloon
Church in Leiden.

Image courtesy of  Dr. Jeremy D. Bangs

Continued from page 1

The Pilgrim Church
    In the previous section about Pilgrim marriages the Wal-
loon Vrouwekerk church was mentioned but the church
where the Pilgrims worshiped in Leiden was not because
there was no former Catholic church building assigned to
them by the Leiden city fathers. On page 4, the coloring
page, is a drawing of the replica of the Fort-Meeting House
where they worshiped in the early years of Plymouth Colony.
The current stone 1899 First Parish Church of Plymouth
stands on the site of the Pilgrims’ Fort-Meeting House. Dur-
ing the past four centuries five houses of worship have stood
at the top of First Street (now Leyden St.) at the foot of
Burial Hill. The street is “the oldest continuously occupied
street in British North America.”  Those previous to the cur-
rent stone edifice, being wooden. all burned to the ground.
See the First Parish website for illustrations at http://          restore-             
firstparishplymouth.org/History.aspx.                                                               The church has Tiffany
stained glass windows depicting Pilgrim scenes. Its bell was
made by Paul Revere. It is a beauty to behold. It is the oldest
congregation in North America, though it is now Unitarian.
Would the Pilgrims wish to worship there today? Where did
they worship during their 11 year stay in Leiden? First it is

important to know that “church” to the
Pilgrims meant a group of worshipers,
not a building. The former Catholic
churches, stripped of their imagery,
that the Leiden fathers assigned to the
various faiths that settled there in pur-
suit of their idea of religious freedom,
were not acceptable to the Pilgrims:
they wanted no part of the buildings
that had once housed Catholics. They
renounced steeples, stained glass win-
dows, crucifixes, organs (they sang
Psalms unaccompanied), etc. Thus
they most likely would not be pleased
by what has become a lovely memorial to them. Dr. Bangs
has thoroughly searched the records of Leiden and not found
documentation for the buildings Pilgrims used for worship.
In his Strangers and Pilgrims he surmises “that during their
early years in Leiden (from 1609) Sunday services, prayer
meetings and other gatherings were most likely held in ‘The
Green Close’ house that they bought on Pieterskerkhof, the
square where St. Peter’s Church stands. He further states
“that there are indications towards the end of 1618 that the
Pilgrims were using a room in the [Leiden] university library
(which was a converted chapel).” In 1619 a law was passed
forbidding gathering in private homes to discuss religion.” It
was time to move on!

The First Parish
Church of Plymouth.

Dr. Bangs’ book Strangers and Pilgrims, Travellers and Sojourners is available at www.themayflowersociety.com/book.htm.
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    Page 3       The Junior Pennsylvania Mayflower                Summer 2010

ANSWER: Unused letters from the 16 x 20 PILGRIM MAR-
RIAGE & CHURCH WordSearch spell:  A STEEPLE,
STAINGLASS WINDOW, CRUCIFIX, OR AN ORGAN.

PILGRIM MARRIAGE & CHRCH 16 X 20 WORD-
SEARCH  The following 41 words are found in this issue.
Some may be 17th century spelling. The unused letters an-
swer the question “What did the Pilgirms renounce?”
ALLERTON, ALTHAM, ARCHBISHOPS, ASSISTANT,
BANQUET, BAPTISM, BETROTHAL, BRADFORD,
BREWSTER, CARPENTER, CATHOLIC, CEREMONY,
CHURCHYARD, COLONY, COMMUNION, DEACONS,
DIPLOMAT, DOCUMENTATION, ECLIPSE, ELDER,
EMMANUEL, MAGISTRATES, MARRIAGE,
MAYFLOWER, MOON, MULLINS, OFFICIATED, PAS-
TORS, PILGRIMS, PLUMS, PSALMS, REPORT, ROBIN-
SON, SEPARATISTS, SOJOURNERS, SOUTHWORTH,
STRANGERS, TESTAMENT, TRAVELLERS, VENISONS,
WHITE.

WHICH ITEMS ARE ASSOCIATED IN THE TWO
COLUMNS? DRAW CONNECTING LINES.

ANSWERS: A = j, B = e , C = h, D = g, E = c, F = l, G = b,
H = f, I = m, J = i, K = k, L = d, M = a

PILGRIM MARRIAGE & CHURCH 16 X 20 WordSearch

CHURCH SUDOKU CLUES: One column or row spells the keyword
in the clear.  Write it here: __________________________

A. Isaac Allerton
B. William Bradford
C. Alice Carpenter
D Dorothy May
E. Edward Winslow
F. Civil
G. Betrothal bans
H. 1621
I. Vrouwekerk
J. Religious
K. 1623
L. Not recognized by
Pilgrim faith.
M. Two

a. Number of Pilgrim sacraments
b. Registering of intent to marry
c. New England’s 1st diplomat who
spent 17 months in prison in London
d. Archbishops, and bishops.
e. 2nd Plymouth Colony Governor
f. Year of 1st Plymouth Colony wed-
ding.
g. William Bradford’s 1st wife.
h. William Bradford’s 2nd wife.
i. Huguenot wedding.
j. 1st Assistant Governor
k. Year of Bradford’s 2nd wedding.
l. Pilgrim wedding
m. Leiden Huguenot church.

A GOVERNOR WILLIAM BRADFORD CRYPTOGRAM
SBN GCQRS KWQQCWAN CL SBCR OJWDN VBCDB WD-
DMQICLA SM SBN JWTI WEJN DTRSMK MG SBN JMV
DMTLSQCNR CL VBCDB SBNY JCUNI VWR SBMTABS
KMRS QNPTCRCSN SM EN ONQGMQKNI EY SBN
KWACRSQWSN WR ENCLA W DCUCJ SBCLA …   Anno
1621
NB Word length has been maintained and spelling is modern.

S E M M A N U E L A S E S P I L C E P T
R E T S W E R B E E V E N I S O N S A W
E P M A Y F L O W E R B A P T I S M S H
G C H U R C H Y A R D L P L U M S I T I
N A E S T C A I E G A I R R A M D R O T
A L N E L A H T O R T E B G D E O G R E
R L N O S N I B O R G N I L T W A L S S
T E U Q N A B S I N W S A A H I N I R R
S R E N R U O J O S T S I T A R A P E S
D T A M O L P I D R H C U O S L W T L N
D O C U M E N T A T I O N R T I N C L O
S N I L L U M T R F S U P H E E S C E C
N I F D M I E X F S M L A S P P O S V A
R O E M A S N O Y N O M E R E C O O A E
D R O F D A R B T N E M A T S E T R R D
R C G M C I L O H T A C O L O N Y A T N

CAN YOU GET  WIDOWER GOV. BRADFORD AND ALICE CARPEN-

TER (THE WIDOW SOUTHWORTH) TO THE MAGISTRATE (ASSISTANT

GOVERNOR) WHO WILL MARRY THEM?

ISAAC

ALLERTON

Pilgrim images courtesy Plimoth Plantation.
Not your Pilgrim ancestor’s church!!

The Church Sudoku puz-
zle uses eight non-
repeating letters and one
number (1).  The answer
is below.

Pilgrim meetinghouse description: The Thanksgiving Primer at www.plimoth.com/books-media/books/plimoth-plantation-publications?p=2
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A PAGE TO COLOR
THE PILGRIMS’ FORT - MEETING HOUSE

THIS BUILDING SERVED AS BOTH THEIR PROTECTION AND THE PLACE OF THEIR RELIGIOUS SERVICES UNTIL AFTER 1627.
IF A WEDDING WAS HELD IN THE BUILDING IT WAS NOT A RELIGIOUS SERVICE. YOU CAN VISIT A REPLICA AT PLIMOTH PLANTATION.

Do you know the colors of the English flag that is flying from the building?


