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A COOKE’S TOUR:
PILGRIM FRANCIS COOKE

E nglish? Dutch? French? Walloon? Francis
Cooke’s nationality is not known. He was born
around 1583. In 1603 he was in Leiden, Hol-
land, recorded there as Franchoys Coucke

seven years before the Separatist Pilgrims settled there. In
1603 he married a Walloon, Hester Mahieu. See page 2
for information about the Walloons. Hester had been born
in England in the late 1580s after her parents had fled
there from Lille, France. A decade later her family moved
to Leiden. Hester is believed to have been a sister of Mary
Mahieu who in Leiden married Jan de Lannoy, and who
became the parents of Philip De Lannoy (DeLano) who
came to Plymouth Colony on the ship Fortune in 1621.
She was admitted to the Walloon church there in 1603.
The Vrouwekerk (The Church of Our Lady) was the
building used by the Walloons. A memorial plaque in
Dutch and English will be affixed to the remaining ruins
of the church and dedicated later this year. Our Pennsyl-
vania Society contributed $1,000 and three of our mem-
bers $825 towards its $11,600 casting and mounting.
    By 1611 they had joined the Pilgrim Separatist congre-
gation. Dr. Jeremy Bangs has discovered that they were
living by the Levendaal canal.
    There were seven children: Jane, John, an unidentified
child who died as an infant, Elizabeth, Jacob, Hester, and
Mary. The first five were born in Leiden and the last two
in Plymouth Colony. If you are a descendant of Francis,
from which child are you descended?
    Francis brought his oldest son, 13 year old John, with
him on the Mayflower, leaving the rest of his family be-
hind to come later on the 1623 Anne. He was a signer of
the Mayflower Compact. Neither Gov. Bradford in his
history Of Plymouth Plantation or Edward Winslow and
Gov. Bradford in their 1622 published Journal (AKA
Mourt’s Relation) mention Francis as one of the early ex-
plorers for a proper location for a settlement. First men-
tion of him ashore in the Colony is made of him when in
February 1621 he and Captain Myles Standish had left
tools in the woods when an alarm of approaching Indians
was given and the tools were gone on their return. A most
significant appearance of his name is in Gov. Bradford’s
handwriting in the Plymouth Colony Records concerning

the Division of  Land in 1623 to those “which came first
over in the May Floure.” This is one of the few times that
the Mayflower is ever mentioned by name by those who
came on her. The ship’s name appears neither in Brad-
ford’s history nor in Bradford’s and Winslow’s Journal.
    There were initially two streets in the Colony and
Francis was assigned the house plot on the west side of
the north-south highway on the south side of the east-
west street. His neighbors were Isaac Allerton and Ed-
ward Winslow.
    For many years Cooke was a surveyor for the Colony,
not only for land lots but also for laying out “highways”
to the surrounding towns as they were established such as
Duxbury.  He also served on both petty and grand juries
for violations of the laws such as working on the Lord’s

17th Century Surveyors and Equipment

Continued on page 2
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Any comments about this newsletter? The editor would like to hear
them. Please address them to Stacy B. C. Wood, Jr., Editor, JR PA
Mayflower at 1530 S. Juniper St., Philadelphia, PA 19147-6218 or
by e-mail to sbcwjr@comcast.net.

Above: Wallonia flag.
Left Wallonia (green/
bottom) and Flanders
(red/top). The Nether-
lands is to the north and
France to the west.

Wallonia takes its name from the word Walloon that in turn
is from the Germanic word Wahla meaning Strangers. Flan-
ders is Flemish speaking and Wallonia is French speaking.
They make up the present day country of Belgium.

SOME COOKE  SOURCES
    Francis Cooke of the Mayflower: The First Five Genera-
tions.by Ralph V. Wood, Jr. (2008) and Francis Cooke, Four
Generations, 5th edition, Robert S. Wakefield, FASG &
Ralph V. Wood, Jr. (2000.) These are available from the Gen-
eral Society of Mayflower Descendants, PO Box 3297, Ply-
mouth, MA 02361 or by e-mail at gsmd.sales@verizon.net.
See also The Mayflower and Her Passengers  by Caleb H.
Johnson and Pilgrim Hall at http://www.pilgrimhall.org/
Cookef.htm (biography, mention in Plymouth Colony
Records and his will & inventory).

THE FRANCIS COOKE SOCIETY
    The Francis Cooke Society, founded in 2003, publishes a
quarterly newsletter, maintains a website www.franciscooke
society.org, and supports an email communication group at
http://group.yahoo.com/group/Francis_Cooke_Society. Con-
tact:  Dianna Saario dianna_saario@att.net

day, disorderly living and idleness and nastiness, selling
beer and wine at exorbitant prices, and murder.
    Francis was most likely literate: He signed his will and it
would have been difficult for him to carry out the duties of a
surveyor if he was unable to read or write. According to the
Leiden records he was a wool comber by trade which means
he separated wool fibers for spinning. Apparently no other
records, Leiden or Plymouth Colony, make further mention
of his trade. After his death his estate inventory included “1
woolen wheel & scales; 1 paire of sheers, 1 paire of sissers;
20 lb of woole & 2 paire of old stockens.” There were 16
sheep and 5 lambs among his live stock,  Also in the inven-
tory are “2 old musketts, 1 great bible & 4 old bookes.”  The
Great Bible was so called because of its size. King Henry
VIII had degreed that each church would have a copy. The
Pilgrim Separatists preferred the Geneva Bible. There were
no surveying instruments which would have included
chains, a compass and level because those instruments were
the property of the Colony and assigned to the various sur-
veyors when needed. Francis Cooke died in 1663 in Ply-
mouth. His entire estate, less land and house, was valued at
£86. This may be compared to the estates of Elder Brewster
and John Howland which were appraised at £150 and £157
respectively. His place of burial is unknown. No artifacts are
known to exist. His wife Hester died in 1666.
    Presidents Franklin D. Roosevelt and both Bushes, artist
Anna Mary “Grandma Moses” Robertson, Continental
Army Brig. Gen. James Mitchell Varnum, actors Orson
Wells, Richard Gere and Dick Van Dyke, and Maj. Gen.
Leonard Wood - the Spanish-American War “Rough Rid-
ers” commander and our 1913-1915 Governor General, are
descendants.

UNSCRAMBLE
& SUDOKU AN-
SWERS:
1) = E CHAIN
2) = D LEVEL
3) = A COMPASS
4) = C GENEVA
BIBLE
5) = B GREAT
BIBLE
6) = F WOOL

The Leiden Vrouwekerk. Only pieces of wall remain.
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 ITEMS ASSOCIATED WITH FRANCIS COOKE
Unscramble the letters below and then pair with the item.
Answers on previous page.

A B C

D F

FRANCIS COOKE 16 X 20 WORDSEARCH

E

Answers to Francis Cooke 16 x 20 Wordsearch questions:

“Walloon” & “which came first over in the May Floure.”

The following 50 words are found in this issue’s lead story:
ALARM, BEER, BIBLE, BRADFORD, BREWSTER, CAP-
TAIN, CHAINS, COMBER, COMPACT, COMPASS,
COOKE, COUCKE, DELANO, ELIZABETH, ENGLAND,
ESTATE, FORTUNE, FRANCHOYS, FRANCIS,
GENEVA, HESTER, HIGHWAYS, HOLLAND, HOW-
LAND, IDLENESS, INDIANS, JACOB, JANE, JOHN,
JOURNAL, LAMBS, LEIDEN, LEVEL, MAHIEU, MARY,
MAYFLOWER, MUSKETTS, MYLES, NASTINESS,
PENNSYLVANIA, PILGRIM, PLYMOUTH, SEPA-
RATIST, STANDISH, SURVEYOR, VROUWEKERK,
WALOON, WHEEL, WINSLOW, WOOL. Did you find the
misspelled word? The unused letters spell out the answer to
the question “What important statement appears in the Ply-
mouth Colony Records about Francis Cooke?”

LET’S HELP FRANCIS COOKE VISIT WALLONIA

FRANCIS COOKE SUDOKU
If you have read the lead article about Francis you will
know the significance of “83” above. The key word is in
the clear on one of the rows or columns and it may ap-
pear backwards. Write it here:  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _

1) CHINA _  _  _  _  _ = __
2) EELLV _  _  _  _  _ = __
3) ACMOPSS _  _  _  _  _  _  _  =  __
4) BELIEVE BANG _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _ = __
5) A BIG TREBLE _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  = __
6) O OWL _  _  _  _  = __

M W H S I D N A T S N A I D N I E N A J
A I H B I B L E Y N M A R Y H E S T E R
H J D E R N O O L A W E T A T S E K L E
I O I L E E H W Y S C H C I W R O N A B
E H B I E C W F H T D N A L L O H C N M
U N E Z N N L S N I A T P A C A O D R O
M K E A T O E E T N S B M A L F N L U C
I R R B W S H S S E T C O M P A S S O H
O F D E E T I T S S R V C E L U R R J A
W R R T K T G T U S P I L G R I M M I I
I A O H C E H J A O N T N V L E I D E N
N N F M U K W L A R M E E N U T R O F S
S C D Y O S A U E C A Y O N A L E D H E
L I A L C U Y M O V O P L H O W L A N D
O S R E A M S Y F R E B E P G E N E V A
W L B S O U A I N A V L Y S N N E P R E
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 A PAGE TO COLOR

COURTESY: PLIMOTH PLANTATION COLORING BOOK (1998), DRAWING BY DIE MODLIN HOXIE

Perhaps these are Pilgrim Francis Cooke’s children Jacob and Hester blowing bubbles with their dad’s clay pipes.


